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Where in the world are members of the cdi study group?

Afghanistan
Albania

Argentina
Australia
Bahrain

Bangladesh
Belgium
Bhutan
Brazil

Canada
Chile
China

Colombia
Costa Rica
Denmark

Dominican Republic
Ethiopia
Estonia
Finland
France

 

Georgia
Germany

Greece
Hungary

India
Indonesia

Ireland
Italy

Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Korea

Kosovo
Malaysia
Mexico

Morocco
Nigeria
Norway

Parkistan
Peru

 

Philippines
Qatar

Romania
Russia

Saudia Arabia
Serbia

Singapore
South Africa

Spain
Sri Linka

Switzerland
Taiwan

Thailand
Turkey

Uganda
Ukraine

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom

United States
Venezuela

Over 60 countries and languages represented in this group!



Academia

30.4%

Government

19.6%

NGO

16.7%

Arts

12.1%

Other

12.1%

Business

5.5%

Health

3.6%

Who are members of the study group?



Poll Questions!



DIGITAL DIPLOMACY

The use of the internet and
new information

communication technologies
to help achieve diplomatic

objectives.
TikTok, Social Media, Twitter...



Culture, Diplomacy & Technology

Culture is often acquired through memory
often passed down through oral tradition.

Technology: friend or enemy of cultural
diplomacy?



How do we change culture?

Culture A

Diplomacy
Information
Military
Economy+ Society

Means

Culture B



In June 2021, a video of 'Go
Skateboarding Day' in the southern
city of Shiraz went viral in Iran—but
not because of skateboarding tricks.
Rather, it was because most of the

teenagers were dressed like goths or
in skatecore (skater clothes), and girls
exposed their dyed hair without the

mandatory hijab. The viral video
shocked authorities so much that

they arrested five of the organizers.

Source: https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/11/01/iran-protests-gen-z-mahsa-amini-social-media/

https://twitter.com/hdagres/status/1540322820877651968?s=20&t=cjVtgmK6ei6iNBxOaFM9Lg
https://www.girlisnota4letterword.com/blog/iran-arrests-5-female-skateboarders-on-go-skateboarding-day


A woman cuts off her ponytail in
front of Iran's embassy in

Istanbul, Turkey. Fueled by social
media, anger has spread to cities
across the world in response to

Mahsa Amini's death.

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/sep/22/iran-blocks-capitals-internet-access-as-amini-protests-grow



 
Watching the World’s “First TikTok War”

 
"Yet as the Russian convoys outside of Kyiv
continue attempting to penetrate the city
center, traditional news organizations are

pulling their journalists to safety. Social
media is an imperfect chronicler of

wartime. In some cases, it may also be the
most reliable source we have."

 
-The New Yorker, 

By Kyle Chayka
March 3, 2022



Impact on Cultural
Elements

Ukraine citizens rush to preserve artworks underground during
Russian bombardments - Washington Post

Language

Traditions

Artistic Expressions



Languages

Roughly 40%
of languages
are now
endangered



Breakout Challenge

Technology: friend or enemy of cultural
diplomacy?

Bearing in mind the dangers of "disinformation",
please make a case for one of the above and

give an example.



Professor Corneliu Bjola

Associate Professor in Diplomatic Studies

University of Oxford

Corneliu Bjola is Associate Professor in Diplomatic
Studies at the University of Oxford and Head of the

Oxford Digital Diplomacy Research Group. He also serves
as a Faculty Fellow at the Center on Public Diplomacy at

the University of Southern California and as a Professorial
Lecturer at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. He has

published extensively on issues related to the impact of
digital technology on the conduct of diplomacy with a

recent focus on public diplomacy, international
negotiations, and methods for countering digital

propaganda. His recent co-edited volume “Digital
Diplomacy and International Organizations: Autonomy,

Legitimacy and Contestation” (Routledge, 2020) examines
the broader ramifications of digital technologies on the

internal dynamics, multilateral policies, and strategic
engagements of international organizations.

 

http://www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/content/oxford-digital-diplomacy-research-group


follow us on social media

 @fletcher_CDI

thank you!
 

Next session: 

 cultural diplomacy in

action today
Friday, nov 18th 

10:30am-12:00pm ET For all queries, contact 
rose@thecanalesproject.org

or 
Carla.Dirlikov_Canales@tufts.edu




